
 

 

SITE UPDATE  -  SECOND STORM HITS ON SEPT 5, 2014 

The last two years have been unprecedented in the history of Ryde. Construction, some 

planned, most not planned, has been non-stop. And it’s not over yet!  Following the 

Volunteer Build project of June 2013, camp was hit with a severe storm July ’13.  

The buildings damaged in July ‘13 were rebuilt just in time for the 2014 season:  cab-

ins 1, 8, and Tweener and the log pavilion by the dining hall. The second pavilion, (VB 

project), and not in use last summer due to structural concerns, had revisions done in Nov. 
 

Just as we were ready to pause and take a deep breath from the flurry of the summer,another 

storm hit on Sept 5, 2014 destroying the Infirmary, damaging Directors, and taking down many 

trees.  Tree professionals have been working on the cleanup  and also done a tree audit to identify 

and remove hazardous trees. The plan is for the new Infirmary to be rebuilt and Director repairs 

done in time for this coming summer.  

 

“While this is another very unfortunate event, we can find comfort in knowing, through last 

year’s experience, that we have good insurance coverage and, more importantly, that the only 

damage is material damage. No one was hurt!” said Dan Cashmore, Board Chair.  
 

Insurance will cover most of the costs, but frankly, it is our donors’ support that makes this  

type of coverage possible and we are very blessed to have such support. Thank you to all! 
 

The challenges have been huge but in true Ryde spirit we are marching on and looking  

forward to next season and doing what we do best . . . providing great camps for our campers!

CAMP IS . . .  

Unique Friends Laughter 

Peace Smiles Growth Safe 

Stillness Love Connections 

Life-changing Community 

Quiet Nature Acceptance 

Spiritual Empowering Fun 

Traditions Caring God Music 

Sharing Respect Memories 

Leadership Nurturing 

Faith Exciting Independence 

Energy  Awesome Confidence 

Learning Amazing Magical 

2015 SUMMER CAMP FOR GIRLS - Register today! 
 

A special experience for girls 9 to 16 years 
 

Canoeing *  Kayaking * Crafts * Swimming * Hiking * Campfires *Cookouts 

Discovery Time * Fun Evening Programs * Vespers * Nature * Music * Archery 
  

 

Making new friends, learning new skills, singing, laughing, exploring nature,  

watching awesome sunsets and brilliant stars . . . campers experience  

opportunities for growth in mind, body, and spirit within a caring community. 
  

   Session 1 - July 5 to 11          Session 3 - July 19  to 25 

    Session 2 - July 12 to 18     Session 4 - July 26 to Aug 1 
 

 

Contact the camp office or visit www.rydelakecamp.com for details 

JANUARY REFLECTIONS  . . .   
 

Winter came early this year and since late November camp has been covered with a blanket of 

white snow, silent and still. It seems only yesterday that the site was alive with the sounds of 

lively table songs, busy chatter on the path to and from the dining hall, and crazy evening 

programs at Girl’s Camp and with the laughter of the after-dinner dress-up antics and delight of 

catching frogs at Family Camp.  

All are what contribute to the feeling of community found at Ryde. This feeling doesn’t stay only 

at Ryde, it radiates out to all other aspects of our daily lives. Camping creates community and a 

better world for all.  Thank you to our many supporters who help make this possible.  

See you next summer!       “Franny” 

CONTACT INFO 

Camp Director: 

Fran Sugawara 

Camp Office: 

Box 1120   

Gravenhurst  ON  P1P 1V4 

705-684-9813 

705-687-2912   (July/Aug) 
 

office@rydelakecamp.com 

www.rydelakecamp.com 

 
FAMILY / FRIENDS 

CAMPING 

AUG 7-21, 24-31 

No computer, no maids, no 

room service . . . but we do 

have fresh air, peace and qui-

et, morning mist on the water, 

hikes through the forest, bril-

liant stars, awesome sunsets, 

and lots of relaxation time! 

 Cabin accommodation 

 Camp meals - we cook! 

 Choose your length of stay 

 For more info see the web-

site or contact the camp 

office 

       January 2015 

RYDE LAKE NEWS  



 Karen Wallace (camper mom and 

work weekend volunteer extraordi-

naire!) continues to run on Ryde’s be-

half in the ScotiaBank Marathon each 

fall. Her efforts this past October raised 

$1600. for the Ryde Lake Camp En-

dowment Fund. Way to go Karen! 
 

 The Tweener Cabin will have bunks 

added this spring, turning it into a sleep-

ing cabin for campers. Comes with a 

beautiful view of the lake! 
 

 New camp software was purchased last 

season. Though it’s been a steep learn-

ing curve, short and long-term benefits 

are already apparent. It provides us with 

a consistent method of managing our 

data base as well as the ability to offer 

online registration and much more. 

 The Annual Dinner/Silent Auction 

raised over $6500.  The sell-out crowd 

enjoyed a delicious dinner and some 

entertaining bidding!  Thank you to all 

who attended  and to the many generous 

donors of auction items. 

 The Campership Fund provided  

assistance for 31 campers to attend 

camp this past summer. This fund is 

generously supported by donations from 

individuals and the Toronto United 

Church Council.  
 

 Drumming was added to the program 

last summer with the purchase of Afri-

can djembe and Native Canadian 

drums . 

 Did you know . . . 

You can register online for girl’s camp, 

and use E-transfer for any payments, 

including family camp? 
 

 A little Ryde trivia: in 2014,  

39 campers attended camp with at least 

one, and sometimes two sisters. Never 

know when you may need that info! 
 

 Never been to a work day? Join us 

June 20 and/or 21.Though prep starts 

in early spring, this wknd is the last 

hurrah for many final tasks. If you can 

vacuum, sweep, wash dishes, use a 

hammer, we need you! 

RYDE TIDBITS 
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Senior staff: Bee, Paperclip, Kaulitz, Beach Baby 

in front of our NEW Cabin 1 - July 2014 
New log pavilion by the dining hall  July 2014 

In 2014, Ryde, along with many other camps across  

Canada, took part in The Summer Camp Bondar Chal-

lenge - a program to increase awareness and appreciation 

of our natural surroundings through photography, spon-

sored by the Roberta Bondar Foundation.  
 

Over 700 photos, in various categories, were submitted, 

from across Canada. 
 

In December we were notified of the results and were 

thrilled to learn that the photo of one of our very own 

campers took second place in the Emerald category. 

Congratulations to Kathryn Howden for her photo  

titled “The Water Bloom”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Our judges were blown away by the quality and creativity 

put into taking this photo. It is a true testament to the hard 

work of your camp and staff for guiding campers to ex-

plore the natural world around them.” 

Kathryn’s and other winning photos can be seen at: 

www.therobertabondarfoundation.org/   

THE BONDAR CHALLENGE 

WINNING PHOTO BY KATHRYN HOWDEN! 



 

 

Fourteen fantastic CITs participated in our counsellor-in-training program last 

summer. Their love of Ryde and the desire to pass their Ryde experience on to oth-

ers shone through brightly during their time at camp!   

They also successfully completed the requirements for Basic Canoeing Level 2 of 

the ORCKA Canoeing Program.  

Warm congratulations to:  

BAMBI, BOO, BOOMER, CANDY, CINNAMON GIRL, CHICH, COCO,  

GIGGLES, JANUARY, LUNA, MINNIE, NIKITA, STUMPY, WILLOW. 
 

Thank you for helping to make your weeks at camp special for so many others.  

You are the best and we can’t wait to see you back at Ryde as future leaders! 

 

  CITS OF 2014 
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Excerpts From A Camper Banquet Speech of 2014 
 

“I will admit that during the year I am a typical teenager; always 

on my phone, grumpy and sometimes “purely hateful” as Beach 

Baby (my sister) likes to say. But camp is a place that does magic 

it seems. I always return home happier, giggling, and more open 

to adventure. Ryde has the ability to rebalance everyone it touch-

es. It is a place where any female can go, unplug and just enjoy 

the beautiful site around you. Everyone is accepting. Ryde is one 

of the few places where I can walk around looking like I just 

rolled out of bed (which has been my look for most of the week!) 

and be told I look beautiful in a non-sarcastic way.”    

“  Ryde Lake Camp, I love you and everything you encompass. 

May we all keep the lessons we have learned and the memories 

we have made, close to our hearts for the rest of our lives. Vive le   

CGIT!” 

Summer Sheridan, Senior Camper 

 

CAMP IS . . .   “my home away from home”    “a place where I can be myself”     “amazing mac and cheese!” 

RYDE SUPPORTERS - WHO ARE THEY? 

Do you ever wonder who supports Ryde?   

The answer is:  Many individuals, just like yourself. 
 

Three of those individuals were recently asked the  

question: WHY DO YOU SUPPORT RYDE? 
 

Here are their responses. 
 

“I am pleased to support Ryde. The beautiful location, 

warm staff and fellow campers have been a significant 

part of my daughter’s life. She has had the opportunity to 

create lasting friendships, build on her values and confi-

dence, all in the spirit of having lots of fun and celebrat-

ing nature.”   
Sabine Schmidt - Camper Parent 
 

“What a difference these camping experiences make in 

the lives of the girls that attend each year. It is so im-

portant to me that the same experiences that so profound-

ly shaped my spiritual growth into adulthood continue to 

be available to girls everywhere.  

That is why I believe so strongly in “paying it forward” 

by supporting Ryde financially on a regular basis.” 
Erin Brown Butash - Alumnae / Camper from the ‘60s 
 

“I have seen, both with my own girls and with the girls I 

got to know while volunteering during girl’s camp, what 

a unique and lifelong effect Ryde has on young women. 

It is a growth experience I would never like to see any 

young person denied in future. We all need to invest in 

that future.” 
Carole Kennedy, Camper Parent / Family Camper 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

 Annual Meeting     Mar 7  

10:30 am Parkwoods UC 

 Staff Training      May 30 

Toronto 

 Work Days            June 20, 21 

 

 Fall Work Day       Oct 4 
 

 Annual Fundraiser   Nov 7 

Dinner/Silent Auction 

6:30 pm Parkwoods UC        

New Cabin 8 - finishing up, June 2014 



                 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

 Margaret Arscott 

 Dan Cashmore  Chair 

 Risa Cashmore  Secretary 

 Mary Gooley  Treasurer 

 Mary Kishi 

 Lois Maxwell 

 Louise Moore 

 Jackie Mounsteven 

 Dick Sugawara 

 Golda Wilson 

 

Ryde is a non-profit, registered charitable organization. Donations are an important part of our funding. 

 

Camper fees cover our basic operating costs and are intentionally kept lower in order to make camp accessible for as many as 

possible. Expenses such as capital costs, major repairs/upgrades, the campership fund, staff bursary fund, staff development, and 

new programming are all funded through the help of our donors. 
 

Donations may be made by cheque, e-transfer or online through CanadaHelps.org  

All donations $20. and over will be issued a receipt for income tax purposes.  Charitable Registration # 11913-0367 RR0001 

Leader Banquet Speech - Session 3, 2014 

In the Lion King, Simba is introduced to the world as a  young, inno-

cent and naïve cub. Through various adventures and personal tests and 

challenges he reveals himself as a true leader. 

I first came to camp as a leader in 2005.  

Many of the leaders, waterfront staff and Asst Directors at this ban-

quet were campers at the time.  

Like Simba, they were playful, caring and full of promise.  

It has been a privilege and a delight to witness them grow into 

thoughtful, skilled, encouraging camp staff and compassionate young 

women.  
 

The “cycle of life” is strong at Ryde, each year producing new leaders 

who step forward to carry on the Ryde spirit. Our CIT’s this week 

have been enthusiastic, reflective and committed to learning and hav-

ing fun! Thank you for helping to make this week special. 

I have watched campers offer to be swim buddies and patiently wait 

for cabin mates so they didn’t walk alone to the comfort station or din-

ing hall. I have heard campers compliment peer efforts and cheer re-

gardless of the place they came in a race. 

It is these acts that reflect the spirit of Ryde.  

It is these values that bring us back each year and fill us with hope. 

For me, Ryde is a snapshot of heaven in a confused and misguided 

world. I am thankful to have shared this awesome week with all of 

you. Keep Ryde alive in your heart. Thank you and God bless! 

Bumblebee, Leader 2014 

Visit the website at 

www.rydelakecamp.c

om 

Our mission is to promote growth in  

mind, body, and spirit. 

The Ryde Lake Camp experience fosters  

respect, and appreciation of self,  

others, and our natural world within  

a nurturing, Christian community. 

CAMP WISH LIST  
 

We could use the following items, used and in 

good condition. 

*     Vacuum, canister-type 

*     Knitting needles, size 6 or larger 

*     Wall clocks 

*     Yoga mats 

From Monty’s Leader Speech - 2014 

I forgot the way this place heals . . .  
 

That a quiet moment in nature is a 

quiet moment with God. 
 

That every table song is a way to  

cooperate with 100 young girls. 
 

That every campfire is an inside joke 

between 100 best friends. 
 

And every time we stand right arm 

over left for taps, you feel like a part of 

the biggest, happiest, most loving  

family. 

Excerpts from the Toast to Ryde by Hannah, Carolyn and Lauren Mahr - Session 

3, 2014  -  “There’s something about being here in this room, that makes everyone feel 

comfortable, special and loved. Throughout this week, we have talked a lot about  

diversity and people sharing their differences. Ryde does that to people. It brings out 

good hearts and opens minds. Ryde brings out the good in people and helps us become 

the best we can be. Today we celebrate not only this past week but all of the memories 

to come in the future years at Ryde Lake Camp. Here’s to Ryde!”   

In Memorium  

Reta “Cam” Campbell  1920 - 2014 

It is with sadness that we inform you of the 

passing of Reta this past September at the 

age of 94. Cam and her husband Bus were 

active for many years on the Board. Along 

with the wearing of many other hats, Cam 

was a beloved CIT leader for many of us, 

including your present camp director. Our 

sympathy to her daughter Ellen and family. 


